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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
STATE OF ILLINOIS

Lisa Madigan
ATTORNEY GENERAL

December 20 2010

Donna M Leonard
1

Executive Counsel T
Office of the Secretary offState u
dleonard@ilsosnet

J

RE FOIA PreAuthori tionRequest2AG85552 I
FOIA PreAnth 201011 PAC 91 8 0 i

Dear Ms Leonard rys

4
We have received and reviewed two writtenanot fromtheOffice of the Secretary of State of
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forormation pursuaanttoSection71fof the Freedom
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Specifically on July 9 201 tTferryTrandJettypeb T blfof the Fraternal Order of
Police Lodge 95 submittedtaFIArequesttoSSrseekingtheeha2009 audit reportsissuto

the SOS by the Inspector Genea1Simialy Augr1442 Robert submittedAll
a FOIA request seeking identical infoma IC

On August 12 2010 the SOS submitted a Pre Authorization Request to our Office and sought
our approval to withhold the audit reports sought by the FOP Specifically the SOS asserted that
the reports are exempt from disclosure pursuant to Section71fof FOIA 5 ILCS 140710
which exempts from inspection and copying preliminary drafts notes recommendations
memoranda and other records in which opinions are expressed or policies are formulated except
that a specific record or relevant portion of a record shall not be exempt when the record is
publicly cited and identified by the head of the public body

On August 17 2010 the SOS submitted a similar Pre Authorization Request with regard to
request On September 1 2010 this Office initiated further review of the matter and

indicated that we would review the reports at issue
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Determination

The Officesuse of the exemption in Section71fwith regard to the audit reports is approved

The Section 71f exemption is intended to encourage government officials to openly and
frankly discuss matters of governmental concern in order to make informed policy decisions
SeeNLRB v Sears 421 US 132 1975 Hoffman v Ill Dept of Corrections 158 I1lApp3d
473 511 NE2d 759 1 Dist 1987

This Office has reviewed the reports at issue and determined that the audit reports contain
opinions and recommendations by the IG to the SOS with the intention of formulating a course
of action with regard to several matters addressed in the reports

Additionally there is no evidence that this information has been publicly cited and identified by
the head of the public body 5 ILCS 140171f

Based on this analysis the SOS has met its initial burden of demonstrating that the audit reports
are exempt from disclosure under Section71fof FOIA

Should you have any questions please feel free to contact me at 312 8145383 This
correspondence shall serve to close this matter

Sincerely

Cara Smith

Public Access Counselor

By

Matthew C Rogina
Assistant Public Access Counselor

cc

Terry Trueblood
omni@mchsicom
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