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Dear Ms DadaOlley

We have received and reviewed the written notice from the Office of the Governor of its

intention to deny certain information as exempt from disclosure under Section 71c of the
Freedom of Information Act FOIA 5 ILCS 1401 et seg as amended

On September 10 2010 Ray Long of the Chicago Tribune submitted a FOIA request to the
Office of the Governor seeking copies of all applications filed for the Metropolitan Water
Reclamation District commissioner post the governor filled by appointment in August 2009

In its written notice the Office of the Governor asserted that it intended to withhold the signature
of the person who was appointed to fill the vacancy

Section 71c of FOIA exempts from inspection and copying personal information contained
within public records the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of

personal privacy unless disclosure is consented to in writing by the individual subjects of the
information 5 ILCS 1407lc The exemption defines unwarranted invasion of personal

privacy as the disclosure of information that is highly personal or objectionable to a reasonable
person and in which the subjects right to privacy outweighs any legitimate public interest in
obtaining the information Id Furthermore the disclosure of information that bears on the
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public duties of public employees and officials shall not be considered an invasion of personal
privacy Id

The Office of the Governors use of the exemption in Section 71c with regard to the redacted
signature is approved We have determined that the Office of the Governor has met its initial

burden to show that the disclosure of an individuals signature would constitute a clearly
unwarranted invasion of personal privacy under Section 71c 5 ILCS 14071c A persons
signature is highly personal and the subjects right to privacy outweighs any legitimate public
interest in disclosing this information

If you have any questions please call me at 3128145206 This letter shall serve to close this
matter

Sincerely

Cara Smith

Public Access Counselor

By
Rioja

Chief Deputy Public Access Counselor

cc Ray Long
Chicago Tribune

tlongntribunecom
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