OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
STATE OF ILLINOIS

Lisa Madigan

ATTORNEY GENERAL

April 19, 2011

Colleen O’Brien B

PO Box 310
Harvard, IL 60033
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sz,

gy
We have received and rewewedﬂhgwntten notlce\from the glt);,of,{Harvard Police Department
(“Department”) of 1t's?1ntent10nfto der{yedlsclosu}‘éjof\“date f‘o\f ﬂ]’llgpursumt to Section 7(1)(c) of
the Freedom of Infonﬂ‘étlon\Acta(Fo LA SSILCS T o seq= a5 amend S0
! 5 18185 i 7
On March 30, 2011, subrmtteda a'nFOIP::ﬁrequestfseekmg a copy of the
Department’s Reports Nos; 3“{&)\11;,00985 andir?,rqa‘l**001¥437ﬁﬂ‘ln 1ts=°’ApnlaI4 2011 written notice to
the Office of the Public Access‘Counselor»the Department assqt{g_gi,:that dates of birth are exempt
from disclosure under Sectlon 7(})(0): ) JFOIA uilﬁfl 40/7(1)(c)) which exempts from
inspection and copying, “[p]ersonalqnformatlon—contamed “Within public records, the disclosure
SN e
of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted*invasion of personal privacy, unless disclosure
is consented to in writing by the individual subjects of the information.” The exemption defines
“[ulnwarranted invasion of personal privacy” as “the disclosure of information that is highly
personal or objectionable to a reasonable person and in which the subject’s right to privacy

outwelghs any legitimate public interest in obtaining the information.” /d.

Determination

The Department’s use of the exemption in Section 7(1)(c) with regard to dates of birth is
approved. This type of information is highly personal by its very nature and the subject’s right to
privacy outweighs any legitimate public interest in disclosing this information. As such, the
Department may issue a partial denial letter directly to the requestor and release the records with
the appropriate information redacted if it has not already done so.
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Accordingly, the Department has met its burden of demonstrating that this information is exempt
from disclosure under Section 7(1)(c) of FOIA.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at (312) 814-5383. This correspondence
shall serve to close this matter.

Sincerely,

Matthew C. Rogina
Assistant Public Access Counselor
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