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District to provide us with the withheld emails. We also requested that the School District
explain in detail why it believes that the emails are exempt from disclosure under Section T(1)(D).

Section 7(1)(f) exempts from inspection and copying “preliminary drafts, notes,
recommendations, memoranda and other records in which opinions are expressed, or policies are
formulated, except that a specific record or relevant portion of a record shall not be exempt when
the record is publicly cited and identified by the head of the public body.” 5 ILCS 140 7(1)(f).

We approve in part and deny in part the use of Section 7(1)(f) to withhold the emails here.
Careful review of the emails discloses that only the May 14 email from_to the
School District Board, time stamped 11:04:42, expresses an opinion or formulates a policy.
Moreover, this email has not been publicly cited or identified by the head of the School District.
Accordingly, this single email is exempt from disclosure under Section 7(1)(f).
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The remaining emails, however, do not contain information expressing opinions or formulating
policies and, therefore, do not fall within the purview of Section 7(1)(f). Although these emails
may conceivably be reviewed to formulate a School District policy in the future, as the School
District contends, the emails themselves do not contain the type of information falling within the
purview of Section 7(1)(f). Instead, these emails simply state facts, such as when the lawsuit
was filed and when it was received, or provide comments where no opinion is expressed or
policy is formulated. Accordingly, the School District has failed to satisfy its burden of
demonstrating that the remaining emails are exempt from public disclosure.

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me at (312) 814-5044. This
correspondence shall serve to close this matter. :
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