OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
STATE OF ILLINOIS
Lisa Madigan

ATTORNEY GENERAL
August 9, 2010

Tom Reuter

FOIA Officer (Acting)
.Illinois EPA

1021 N. Grand Ave. East
"P.O. Box 19276

Springfield, Illinois 62794=9

RE:  FOIA Pre- Authéx’z iR
Dear Mr. Reuter:
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Section 7(1)(f) exempts from inspec 16n’*and“cop{¥é\ g pr”“hmmary drafts, notes,
recommendations, memoranda and other” records-ln*whlch opinions are expressed, or policies are -
formulated, except that a specific record or relevant portion of a record shall not be exempt when
the record is publicly cited and identified by the head of the public body.” 5 ILCS 140 7(1)(f).

Here, the withheld documents fit within the confines of section 7(1)(f). The first document is a
memorandum discussing environmental conditions at a damaged site and potential enforcement
remedies available to the EPA. The memorandum expresses opinions concerning the poor
operation of the site by the owner and operator. The second document is a memo concerning a
request for an affidavit attesting to the fact that a particular facility has not been issued permits.
The document is in draft form, and expresses opinions. The third, fifth, and sixth documents are
records prepared by a contractor for the USEPA, and they express recommendations and
opinions on establishing priority for further site assessments for environmentally damaged sites.
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The fourth document also is from a contractor for the USEPA in which opinions have been
expressed with respect to inspections and possible enforcement issues regarding an
environmentally damaged site. The seventh and eighth documents are memoranda from a
contractor for the USEPA in which recommendations and opinions have been expressed with
respect to site evaluations and possible further action. The ninth and fifteenth documents are
inspection reports created by the USEPA in which opinions and recommendations regarding
further assessment of an environmentally damaged site have been expressed. These documents
formulate policies regarding the need for further site assessments, 1nvest1gat10ns and possible

enforcement actions.

The eleventh and sixteenth documents are score sheets establishing priority for further site
assessments at environmentally damaged sites. These documents contain opinions as to whether
further site assessment is necessary, or. whether no-further action should be taken. The thirteenth
and fourteenth documents are drafts of:evaluations conducted by the Illinois Department of
Public Health. These documents' xpress oplmons regarding ‘Whether. there is a threat to human

health present at an env1ronment
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By:

Sunil Bhave
Assistant Attorney General

Jennifer Raber

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
'111 N. Canal St., Suite 600
Chicago, Illinois 60606
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