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The Town of Normal and—greed to narrow the scope of the request. The Town of
Normal has submitted a pre-authorization request claiming that one set of documents are exempt
from disclosure under-Section 7(1)(f) of FOIA because this information contains preliminary
drafts and memoranda regarding the development of the University Cinemas property. 5 ILCS
140/7(1)(f). The Town of Normal disclosed the remaining information (emails), but redacted the
names of those who are not elected officials or work for a governmental agency, pursuant to
Section 7(1)(c) of FOIA. 5 ILCS 140/7(1)(c). '

This Office concludes that the use of Section 7(1)(f) is approved to withhold the first set of
emails concerning the development of the University Cinemas property, but the use of Section
7(1)(c) to redact the individuals’ names is denied.
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Section 7(1)(f) exempts from inspection and copying “preliminary drafts, notes,
recommendations, memoranda and other records in which opinions are expressed, or policies are
formulated, except that a specific record or relevant portion of a record shall not be exempt when
the record is publicly cited and identified by the head of the public body ” 5 ILCS 140 7(1)(%).

The emails concerning the development of the University Cinemas property falls within the
confines of Section 7(1)(f). The emails include notes, recommendations, and preliminary
memoranda regarding the development of this property. And these emails have not been
identified by the Mayor. Thus, they are exempt from disclosure under Section 7(1)(f).

The second set of documents consists of emails where the names of individuals have been
redacted. The Town of Normal claims that disclosure of these names (all of whom are neither
elected officials nor work for governmental agen01es) would result in a clearly unwarranted

invasion of personal privacy.

Section 7(1)(c) of FOIA exempts-from inspection and copying the following: “personal
information contained within public records, the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly
unwarranted invasion of personal privacy. ... ‘Unwarranted invasion.of personal privacy’
means the disclosure of information that is hlghly personal or objectlonable to reasonable person
and in which the subject’s. rlght to privacy .outweighs any legltlmate pubhc 1nterest in obtaining

the 1nformat10n ”5 ILCS 140/7(1)(0)

Here, the Town of Normal has not satlsﬁed 1ts burden of establishing that the di closure of the
individuals’ names in the emails-would yield a.clearly unwarranted i invasion of personal privacy.

The public has an 1nterest in learnmg with whom its governmental officials-are dealing with
:While the redactlon of the 1nd1v1duals ‘email addresses is

proper under Sectlon 7( 1)(b) of F )
~exempt from disclosure. i

. Sincerely,

_Cara Smith
Public Access Counselor
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