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Dear Ms Briggs

We have reviewed th l3w11 of Normal s f1FCauth41zation request a11d as oeiated documents
concerning Freedom fflitormatin 1ct FOIA req s
submitted a FOIA request to the Town of Nkwmal k L1uL5tlnthe Ml7owmg

1 Copies of a sen orx7erCJ Cnlalls tCxt messagesol other communications between
Town staffradministratlion ofOuncil mdNla orrelatrd to tYi University Cinemas

property from ay 09 ro1iJh t iay 3June1S 2010
2 Copies of all etnailts Am messages obther communlrati ns sent or received by

Mayor Koos fromi pif12000 thlOuh tuda 10a
3 Copies of all emailstext messages or itnercommunications sent or received by

Mark Peterson from Apri200 lluoughqoda7une 15 2010

The Town of Normal and agreed to narrow the scope of the request The Town of
Normal has submitted a preauthorization request claiming that one set of documents are exempt

from disclosure under Section 71f of FOIA because this information contains preliminary
drafts and memoranda regarding the development of the University Cinemas property 5 ILCS

14071f The Town of Normal disclosed the remaining information emails but redacted the
names of those who are not elected officials or work for a governmental agency pursuant to

Section 71c of FOIA 5 ILCS 14071c

This Office concludes that the use of Section 71f is approved to withhold the first set of
emails concerning the development of the University Cinemas property but the use of Section

7lc to redact the individuals names is denied
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Section 71f exempts from inspection and copying preliminary drafts notes
recommendations memoranda and other records in which opinions are expressed or policies are

formulated except that a specific record or relevant portion of a record shall not be exempt when

the record is publicly cited and identified by the head of the public body 5 ILCS 140 71f

The emails concerning the development of the University Cinemas property falls within the

confines of Section 71f The emails include notes recommendations and preliminary
memoranda regarding the development of this property And these emails have not been

identified by the Mayor Thus they are exempt from disclosure under Section 71f

The second set of documents consists of emails where the names of individuals have been

redacted The Town of Normal claims that disclosure of these names all of whom are neither

elected officials nor work for governmental agencies would result in a clearly unwarranted
invasion of personal privacy

Section 71c of FOIA exempts from inspection and copying the following personal
information contained within publicrecords the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly

unwarranted invasionof personal privacy Unwarranted invasionof personal privacy
means the disclosure of information that is highly personal or objectionable to reasonable person

and in which the subjects right to privacy outweighs any legitimate public interest in obtaining
the information 5 ILCS 1407lc

Here the Town of Normal has not satisfied its burden of establishing that the disclosure of the
individuals names in the emails would yield a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy

The public has an interest in learning with whom its governmental officials are dealing with

respect to matters of ublic business While the redaction of the individuals email addresses is

proper under Section 71b of FOIA the names of the individuals standing alone are not

exempt from disclosure

If you have any questions or concerns please feel free to contact me at 312 8145044 This

correspondence shall serve to close this matter

Sincerety

Cara Smith
Public Access Counselor

Sunil Bhave

Assistant Attorney General
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