" OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
STATE OF ILLINOIS

Lisa Madigan

ATTORNEY GENERAL

August 23, 2010

Mr. Mark Sterk

Odelson & Sterk

3318 W. 95" St.
Evergreen Park, Illinois 60805 -

RE:
‘Dear Mr. Sterk:
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On June 24, 2010, we determined that further inquiry was warranted, and requested that the
Village provide us with a copy of Officerjif’ s disciplinary file. Based upon our review of
the documents, we conclude that the disclosure of the disciplinary file will not result in a clearly
unwarranted invasion of personal privacy and, therefore, we deny the Village’s request for
authorization to withhold the records pursuant to Section 7(1)(c) of FOIA.

In Gekas v. Williamson, 393 Ill.App.Bd 573 (2009), the plaintiff sought copies of citizens’
complaints lodged against a deputy sheriff whom he accused of wrongdoing. The sheriff denied
the request on the basis, inter alia, that the disclosure of the complaints would violate the
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deputy’s personal privacy. The court noted, however, that: “[iJnsomuch as the [complaint] files
document investigations of alleged wrongdoing by [the deputy sheriff] in the course of his public
duties, they are not his personal information, and the disclosure of those files would not invade
his personal privacy.” Gekas v. Williamson, 393 111.App.3d at 575.

The reasoning of Gekas v. Williamson is equally applicable to this request. Disciplinary actions
taken against public employees and the discipline imposed, if any, directly relate to how a public
employee performs his or her public duties. Disciplinary files are not personal information the
disclosure of which may constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, for purposes of
Section 7(1)(c) of FOIA. That Officer]jjjjjjhas been the subject of disciplinary actions
reflects on the performance of his public duties, and the public has a right to obtain the facts and

determinations relating to these instances.

| _Accordingly, the Village has not atis ﬁed 1ts burden of demonstratmg that Section 7(1)(c)

" Blaine Wing
FOIA Officer
Village of Oak Brook
1200 Oak Brook Rd.
Oak Brook, Illinois 60523-2255
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