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Mr Matt Vanover
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Illinois State Board of Education

100 North First Street

Springfield Illinois 62777

RE PreAuthorization Request 2010 PAC 7227

Dear Mr Vanover

We have received and reviewed the written notice from the Illinois State Board of Education ISBE of its
intent to deny disclosure of three documents as exempt from disclosure under Section 71f of the

Freedom of Information Act FOIA 5 ILCS 71f ISBE has asserted that an evaluators worksheet
and drafts of a Letter of Recommendation to Deny and a Letter of Denial are exempt from disclosure
under Section 7lf of FOIA

Section 71f of FOIA exempts from inspection and copying preliminary drafts notes
recommendations memoranda and other records in which opinions are expressed or policies or actions

are formulated except that a specific record or relevant portion of a record shall not be exempt when the
record is publicly cited and identified by the head of the public body

ISBEs use of the Section 71f exemption with regard to the three documents in question is approved
According to ISBE the documents are used in the course of reviewing applications and contain ISBE
staff opinions questions and analysis intended for discussion by ISBE staff prior to making a final

recommendation to the State Superintendent There is no evidence that these documents have been

publicly cited and identified by the State Superintendent As such the Board has met its burden of

demonstrating that these documents are exempt from disclosure under Section 71f of FOIA

Accordingly ISBE should issue a partial denial letter directly to the FOIA requester
Should you have questions or concerns please feel free to contact me at 312 7930865 This

correspondence shall serve to close this matter

Sincerely

Cara S

cc

By Gad VaGlla heuty Pccess Counselor
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